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MICROCHRYSA LOEW, 1855 (INSECTA, DIPTERA): PROPOSED 
CONSERVATION BY THE SUPPRESSION OF CHRYSOMYIA 
MACQUART, 1834. Z.N.(S.)2453 


By Emilia P. Nartshuk (Zoological Institut, Academy of Sciences of the 
USSR, Leningrad, USSR) and Rudolf Rozkošný (Department of 
Environmental Studies, Natural Science Faculty, J. E. Purkyné University, 
Brno, CSSR) 


Macquart, 1834, p.262, established the genus Chrysomyia for five 
species. One of them, Musca polita Linnaeus, 1758, p. 598, was designated 
as type species of Chrysomyia by Westwood, 1840, p. 130; it is also the 
type species of the genus Microchrysa Loew, 1855, p. 146, as originally 
designated. Another originally included species, Sargus xanthopterus 
Meigen, 1804 (= Musca formosa Scopoli, 1763), wrongly cited as Nemotelus 
xanthopterus DeGeer, was designated as type species of Chrysomyia 
Macquart (as Chrysomya) by Rondani, 1856, p. 468). It is also the type 
species of the genus Chloromyia Duncan, 1837. Later authors overlooked 
Westwood’s type designation and, accepting that made by Rondani, placed 
Chrysomyia Macquart in objective synonymy of Chloromyia Duncan. 

2. Chrysomyia Macquart, 1834 has not been used as a valid name in 
the primary zoological literature during the last 50 years because it was 
regarded as preoccupied by Chrysomya Robineau-Desvoidy, 1830, now a 
valid name in the dipteran family CALLIPHORIDAE. However, as they differ in 
one letter these names are not homonyms, although in the past emendations 
such as Chrysomya Rondani, 1856 (for -myia Macquari) and Chrysomyia 
Macquart, 1835 (for -mya Robineau-Desvoidy) have been used. 

3. Microchrysa Loew, 1855 includes 36 mostly common species 
from all parts of the world. The genus name is used in numerous publi- 
cations from which those of Dušek & Rozkošný, 1964; Lindner, 1936; 
Lobanov, 1969; Majer, 1977; Nagatomi, 1974; Nartshuk, 1969; Oldroyd, 
1969; Rozkosny, 1973, 1982; Stackelberg, 1954 and Trojan, 1963 are 
indicated here for the fulfilment of the provisions of Article 79c of the Code. 

4. In accordance with Article 79c of the Code, the International 
Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name 
Chrysomyia Macquart, 1834 for the purposes of the Principle 
of Priority but not for those of the Principle of Homonymy; 

(2) to place the generic name Microchrysa Loew, 1855 (gender: 
feminine), type species, by original designation, Musca polita 
Linnaeus, 1758, on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology; 

(3) to place the specific name polita Linnaeus, 1758, as published 
in the binomen Musca polita (specific name of the type species 
of Microchrysa Loew, 1855) on the Official List of Specific 
Names in Zoology; 
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(4) To place the generic name Chrysomyia Macquart, 1834, as 
suppressed under the plenary powers in (1) above on the 
Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in 
Zoology. 
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